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Brahmanas.' That is Brahmins contrived by Brahma. This fact can be known at
the time of their worship.    After the Brahma Yagna was completed Brahma
left everything to these people but not content with that tney asked for more.
Then Brahma got angry and gave a curse that everything that lie gave them be
useless for them and they become illiterates, and poverty striken.    Repenting
over their folly these Gayavalis prayed Brahma and he commanded them to
live on the offerings given by the pilgrims who worship  them when they come
here to perform ceremonial rites.    This is what is written in the Purana,    At
the time of creating the holy priests, females of the same calibre were not created.
So these gayavalis took into their fold females from the low caste basket-makers
and thus increased their tribe.    Thus womenfolk are not fit for cooking purpo-
ses and they are used only for worldly pleasures.   As these Gayavalis do not
take food served by their womenfolk   they engage destitute women from our
parts to do their cooking and they say that they won't take even water from the
hands of their womenfolk.    The womenfolk of Gayavalis enjoy the comforts
of the princely harem.    These Gayavalis marry at the young age of eight.
No girl is offered for a second marriage.   Their expenditure on marriages and
other things is on the same scale as their earnings. It is popularly known that
women have an upper hand in their home affairs.   It is evident that Brahma's
curse did not go in vain as far as their education and enlightenment goes.
Though their customs are according to the times in this part of the country it
is disgusting to our people.
On the fourth day we went to Rama mountain.    It is on the same route
of yesterday, four miles from the city just as Sahebganj.  At this place Pindas
have to be offered at four places for four successions of births and so the previous
night the { Pinda Pichhi' attending on us brought four big  earthen pots with
all the ingredients required carefully arranged in small pots.    At the Rama
Parvata, took bath in the Ramagundam tank cooked food in all the four pots
and took one pot of food to the mountain top leaving the other three down.
There are Siva's shrine and Rama5 s shrine on the top of the mountain and
offering of Pindas is to be performed before these shrines.    There is no steep
ascent to this mountain.   There are 150 steps to ascend and the steps are not
long.   Immediately after the ceremony, since this also happens   to be the
domain of Pretagayavalis they have to bless us with good reward with voice and
action just as yesterday.    There is no water on this mountain also.    Those
who do not perform Ashtagaya are not allowed here.   As I have to offer Pindas
at three other places after coming down, I had to descend the steps by foot.
If the Pinda pichhi carries J seer of rice for the offerings of Pindas at every place
we have to pay at the rate of Rs. 2 for each Ashtagaya.    If it is | seer rice
Rs. 4 and if it is 1 seer of rice Rs. 8 are to be paid.    It is the understanding
between the cshodasi5 and Pretagayavalis and so the other ingredients like
gingili seed are given according to the measure of rice offered.    White gingili
seed are plentiful here. However, for the ceremonial offerings only black gingili
seeds are used. Sacrificial grass (Darbha) is not available here and hence
tender soft fine grass is used for all religious ceremonies in these parts o f the